was indeed the venue where the idea of a Socialist Democratic Republic precipitated into a concrete expression in the statutory sense of the term. The roots of this idea or its formative stages can be traced to the Gandhian era of the struggle for freedom, beginning 1917.
The significance of this year was that it witnessed a decisive break with the past. The struggle for freedom, from then on, matured into a mass movement involving the poorest sections of the society, rather than remaining a movement involving the intelligentsia whose agenda, if scrutinized closely, revealed that their aspirations were merely restricted to seeking a share in the affairs and the spoils of the British Empire. As for instance, Gopal Krishna Gokhale's Political Testament, drafted as late as in 1914 (and a few months after the outbreak of the World War), had only sought for provincial autonomy and a legislative council with a majority of elected representatives and that such members should represent the various sections of the society, such as the chambers of commerce, the mill owners, and the land owners. Gokhale's Testament also sought some representation to these sections in the central Legislative Assembly, but was explicit in accepting the official majority in that Assembly. 19 Within a few years from then and with the arrival of Gandhi, the idea of freedom underwent a substantial change.
The dynamics of the freedom struggle, from the standpoint of the concerns of this book, may be traced to the agitation in Champaran (in Bihar), and subsequently to Ahmedabad and Kheda (in Gujarat). All the three being instances where Gandhi tried to experiment, on Indian soil, what he had tested earlier in South Africa. The idea of civil disobedience, based on the principle of collective defiance of authority, had primarily involved the peasants and the workers in the struggle for
footnote: It may be added that Gokhale's Testament contained the following too: "German East Africa, if conquered from the Germans, should be reserved for Indian colonization and should be handed over to the Government of India." Cited in Rao, The framing of India's Constitution: Select documents (Vol. 1), pp. 15-18.